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ABSTRACT
The purpose of this study was to investigate the role of education institutions in child
care and protection.
Despite the enshrinement of the child rights in our constitution, children continue to
suffer violence, abuse and exploitation every day. It is clear that more effort is needed if
we are to succeed in protection of every child from exploitation, violence, abuse and
neglect.
In this study the researcher used the descriptive survey design.
The study employed the use of questionnaires to gather data. In order to enhance
construct validity of the research instruments, the researcher undertook a pilot study to
gauge the suitability of the instruments.
 During the pilot study the researcher adopted the test-retest technique to test reliability
of the questionnaires.
Data collected in the questionnaires was analyzed using descriptive statistics using
percentages and frequencies.
Findings of the study revealed that despite the teachers and pupils being knowledgeable
on child rights there were cases of child abuse within and outside the school compound.



INTRODUCTION

Child protection is the protection of children from violence, exploitation, abuse and neglect.

Article 19 of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child provides for the protection of

children in and out of the home.

Child protection systems are a set of usually government-run services designed to protect

children and young people who are underage and to encourage family stability.

UNICEF defines child protection system as: the set of laws, policies, regulations and

services needed across all social sectors – especially social welfare, education, health, security

and justice – to support prevention and response to protection-related risks.

Responsibilities are often spread across government agencies, with services delivered by

local authorities, non-State providers, and community groups, making coordination between

sectors and levels, including routine referral systems, a necessary component of effective child

protection systems (United Nations Economic and Social Council, 2008).



CONT
 UNESCO emphasizes the importance of the early years to positively influence children in a

long-lasting way. The first steps towards a lifetime of peaceful, non-violent activities, of respect

for one-self and for others, and of appreciation of diversity may be taken during early childhood,

as children begin to mature and put into place their cognitive and affective frameworks at an

early age.

 Despite this enshrinement of the child rights in our constitution, children continue to suffer

violence, abuse and exploitation every day. It is clear that more effort is needed if we are to

succeed in protection of every child from exploitation, violence, abuse and neglect. Parents, the

extended family and close friends are perceived as the most important influencers of children’s

lives and those whose views most influence the decisions of the children. Beyond this immediate

circle, a child’s school is one of the best environments that the child’s right can be nurtured.

 The objective of this study therefore is to find out the role of education institutions in child care

and protection.



METHODOLOGY
 A research design is a logical and valuable way of looking at the world. In this study the researcher

used the descriptive survey design. Descriptive surveys enable gathering of data at a particular point

in time with the intention of describing the nature of existing conditions or identifying standards

against which existing conditions can be compared or determining the relationship that exist

between specific events (Cohen L. and Marion, 2007). In this study the descriptive survey design

enabled the researcher to look into the role of education institutions in child care and protection.

 The study targeted all the public primary schools in Kapseret sub-county. The researcher

administered 100 teacher questionnaires and 330 pupils’ questionnaires and which met the 10%

threshold as set out by Mugenda & Mugenda (1999). In all the schools visited the respondents were

selected through a random sampling procedure and the same was applied for the pupils.

 The study employed the use of two sets of questionnaires which included a teachers and a pupil’s

questionnaire.



CONT
 Quantitative data collected from closed ended questions in the questionnaires was analyzed using descriptive statistics using

percentages and frequencies. Qualitative data generated from the open ended questions in the research instruments, was 

organized in themes and patterns categorized through content analysis and tabulated data was then computed using the 

Statistical Package for Social Science (SPSS).



RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
 Findings of the study revealed that despite the teachers and pupils being knowledgeable on child rights there were cases of child

abuse within and outside the school compound.

 Among the school based factors that determined child care and protection in public primary schools were administrative factors,

coordination between the school administration and financial resources.

 High teacher –pupil ratio in public primary schools have contributed negatively to the child protection and care. Inadequacy of

school facilities aggravated the situation with many cases of child abuse occurring within the school compound as result of this

inadequacy. Inadequate toilet facilities were breeding ground for verbal abuses while the schools fields provided a fertile ground

for physical and verbal abuse. In this study, girls experienced sexual abuse the most.

CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

 There are many reasons why Education institutions are so vital in identifying, treating, and preventing child maltreatment. First,

they have close and consistent contact with children. Second, educators and the institutions have a professional and legally

mandated responsibility for reporting suspected maltreatment. While educators facilitate children’s learning, children cannot learn

effectively if their attention or energy is sapped by the conflicts inherent in being maltreated. Third, school personnel have a

unique opportunity to advocate for children, as well as provide programs and services that can help children and strengthen

families.

 It is important to realize that a positive relationship with a supporting adult may enhance the resiliency of children who have been

abused, are at-risk for being abused, or live in a home where no maltreatment occurs but the family experiences other problems,

such as substance abuse. The study therefore recommends that responsibility for reporting suspected maltreatment falls on the

education institutions. Institutions have a unique opportunity to advocate for children, as well as provide programs and services

that can help children; therefore, it is the role of these institutions to champion for the care and protection of children.


