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HISTORY/INTRODUCTION

St Michael Rescue Centre is a Rescue/Rehabilitation Centre for street 

boys and those at risk of  going to the streets. It was started in 1998 by 

the Catholic Diocese of  Muranga to save the boy child who by then 

seemed marginalised.  It started as a diocesean response to the 

increasing number of deprived children and children in Especially 

difficult circumstances (CEDC) in  its area of ecclesiastic’s 

jurisdiction and its neighbouring communities.



ACTIVITY
JUSTIFICATION

Due to the fact that Kenya is undergoing rapid urbanization, a process which is 
associated with rapid social – economic, cultural and political transformation, which 
has brought about positive and negative changes affecting the family most. Rural –
Urban migration has increased tremendously, with the rural poor floating into urban 
areas in search of greener pastures but ending up poorer; living in overcrowded 
slums with barely anything to eat and children being the worst hit. This condition 
prevents children from realising normal growth and development thus forcing them 
to be in difficult circumstances. These children include the orphans, abandoned, 
neglected, children living on the streets, abused children e.t.c



Justification continued

All these groups undergo various forms of child Abuse and exploitation 

which interfere with their normal growth and development. This has 

become a global phenomenon and a big problem in Kenya, the Catholic 

Diocese of Murangá not being an exceptional, and a concerted effort is 

needed to arrest the situation. There is therefore need to educate the 

public on the dangers that the children under difficult circumstances face 

and their participation to arrest the situation communally.



TARGET GROUP
The primary group targeted by St. Michael Rescue Centre are truant boys aged 
between 7 – 13 years. Other categories are considered based on individual case 
assessment. Rescue facilities remain to host needy children as their first point of call 
pending referral to other appropriate facilities when necessary.  One condition during 
recruitment is that there must be a willing parent / guardian who is ready to work with 
us to transform the behaviour of the boy and who we identify before intake. The 
guardian may range from a parent, grandparent, Aunt, Uncle, a willing relative and 
even a friend willing to support the boy undergo behaviour change. Once we get a 
willing guardian, the boy is admitted at the centre through the required procedure as 
stipulated  in the children’s Act 2013.



ACTIVITIES

1. Recruitment of street boys at the beginning of every year getting at least 30 
candidates annually.

2. Provision of basic needs like food, shelter, clothing, medical care and social 
care.

3. Provision of basic quality formal primary education
4. Provision of catechism for spiritual growth
5. Guidance and counselling for moral growth and behaviour management
6. Introduction of life skill which include Participation in farming activities 

like vegetable garden, chicken and rabbit rearing, harvesting, application of 
manure in the farm, cleaning the centre among others.



Activities continued

7. Participating in extra-co curriculum activities such as football games, 

drama competition, and P.M.S activities and taking part in children’s day 

every 16th of June, visiting the aged, sick and small community prayers.

8. Conducting street work in the diocesan area of jurisdiction whereby we 

are able to identify children for intake.

9. Conducting home visit and school follow up on children already admitted 

at the centre and even those who have already been reintegrated.

10. Holding scheduled workshops for the parents / guardians and also for the 

boys

11. Monthly parents meeting to strengthen bonding.

12. Re – integrating them with their families for family bonding.



OBJECTIVES
1. To carry out rehabilitation and reintegration services on children living in 

the streets.

2. To facilitate the children living in the streets who are over age to access 

informal skills training opportunities to enable them earn income.

3. To facilitate enrolled children to access quality formal education to a 

nearby primary school.

4. Conduct capacity building activities for the institution and community 

members on dynamic life skills and counselling to truants at community 

level by creation of outreach programme.



Objectives continued

5.  To organize trainings for staff on children related issues, research and 

counselling skills.

6.  To facilitate and carry out street work information on children living in the 

streets.

7. Provide food shelter and clothing to those without a habitable place to lay 

their heads, especially at night.

8.To facilitate spiritual growth of the boys by showing them the importance 

of spirituality.



PROCEDURE
 During admission, an interview is conducted to establish the most needy case 
for admission at the centre. An admission form is filled according to the 
requirements of CCI’s and the selected boys are informed.

 The guardian/parent is taken through the activities which take place at the 
centre and he/she is required to sign an agreement form of responsibility. He or 
she is mandated with provision of basic needs pertaining to the child as a shared 
responsibility between the institution and the guardian. Among the things a 
guardian has to provide includes personal items like soap, tissue, kiwi, and 
toothpaste, This proves to us a sense of responsibility. On top of that, he or she 
has to attend monthly meetings to discuss the progress of the child.



Procedures continued

After the above agreement, the boy is admitted and stays at the centre as we 

do more assessments and investigations on his case. After 2wks, we are able 

to determine whether the boy is ready for school or not. 

St. Michael Rescue Centre works closely with a nearby public primary 

school where all our boys attend. After being convinced that the boy is 

ready to stay at the centre, We then take the boy to school for assessment 

and it’s the teachers who determine the class the boy will join. The centre 

becomes the new home for the boy.



Procedures continued

We have made it a duty for the guardian to pick the boy when schools 

close for holidays. When they come for the boys, we give them a 

progressive report and we expect the same from them when they bring 

them back from holidays. By doing this, the boys are connected back 

again with the family and the bond continues to grow with every closing 

of schools. Eventually, it becomes very easy for us when it comes to 

reintegration as the boy is already used to his people and when he goes 

home he doesn’t look like a stranger. He also bonds well with the society 

and education for him continues.



Procedures continued

After reintegration, more home visits follows to ensure that the boy is 

socializing well with the family members and the society and that he has 

stabilised. This continues until the boy clears form four and becomes self 

reliant. We involve them in mentoring the new recruits at the centre and this 

motivates the new admissions alot. By this time the boys have matured even 

agewise and chances of going back to the streets becomes very slim.



CHALLENGES
Dependency

Not able to get to the root causes due to limited 
resources

Delayed renewal of registration of cci

Lack of support from the county government



RECOMMENDATIONS

Parents / guardians should be trained on parental responsibility

Creation of awareness to the community so that they can accept the 
children back after rehabilitation without stigmatization

Education on childrens rights should be enhanced

Facilitation of inspection by the gvt through provision of funds

County gvt should lias with the national gvt on issues related to 
children



THANK YOU AND BE 
BLESSED


