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INTRODUCTION

Education is a basic child’s right Universal Declaration of Human Rights of 1948
& (Susan Nicolai & Carl Triplehorn, (2003) p.1).

Children’s care and protection is variously seen as a legal, social and physical
concern (IASC, 2002b).

The international community is increasingly aware that all children living in the
midst of war torn areas are vulnerable hence, they need care and protection
(Kastberg, 2002).

Education can respond to this need through building children’s skills in listening,
problem-solving and conflict resolution (Baxter, 2000).



Problem Statement

Aronson (1998) postulates that, withdrawal symptoms, depression and anxiety puts children in these institutions
at risk of disease infection.

In the African society regards as an individual problem which contemporary sociologists refer to as social
dysfunctions which include violence perpetrated against children in form of physical, sexual, emotional and
psychological abuse, exploitation and neglect of children exacerbated by economic and social inequities.

Child abuse aggravated by repugnant social norms that condone violence as an acceptable way to resolve
conflicts, discipline a child and social norms that encourage discrimination.

Lack adequate policies and legislation especially effective governance and rule of law to prevent child
violations, investigate and prosecute perpetrators, and provide follow-up services and treatment for victims.

Large numbers of children unable and unwilling to report their experiences to child care and protection agencies
as a result of stigma, ostracization and socio-cultural impediments.



Significance of the Study

Forms of child abuse were identified as major impediments towards
achieving proper child care and protection (UNICEF, 2006).

The review of the National Plan of Action 2008-2012 indicates that the
Constitution of Kenya 2010 and specific legislations on not limited to
trafficking of persons, control of alcoholic drinks, and prohibition of
Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) among others.

The impact of HIV and AIDS, family disintegration and break down of
community structures while moral decadence in society exacerbates
the child abuse menace. (NCCS, GOK & UNICEF, 2014).



Literature Review

A lack of agreed definitions means the recognition and recording of abuse varies. Quilgars
describes child abuse as being “defined within socio-cultural contexts and standards” (Quilgars
Bradshaw 2001:65).

Across all abuse types a number of cross-cutting factors make it difficult for abuse to be
reported. Intra-familial issues may be present, including different cultural acceptances and
religious beliefs. Alternatively, they may love and be loyal to their abusers and so will make
excuses for their behaviour (Cawson, 2002).

As children, both boys and girls see talking to people as a way of safeguarding themselves and
keeping safe (CYPU, 2003).

As a result they develop friendships and relationships where they feel safe and comfortable to
do this. However, boys become less likely to talk about their problems than girls consequently
they suppress their feelings which later progress to emotional disorders such as stress and
depression (Featherstone and Evans, 2004).



Research Objectives

General Objective

To identify forms of child abuse and violations in homes
and schools

Specific Objective

To explain the roles played by educationists, parents,
guardians, caregivers play in safeguarding, defending
and upholding the fundamental freedoms of children.



Methods & Materials

The research took place at in Makueni Sub-County where this study adopted a descriptive survey
design where the researcher reviewed existing literature and primary data collection through field
survey in 7 locations. The target population in this research was educationists, parents, guardians and
care-givers in families and schools.

Type of Respondents Number of Respondents Role Undertaken

Educationists 50 Guidance & Counselling &

Training

Parents 50 Disciplinarians & Role

Modeling

Guardians 100 Taking care of Orphans &

Vulnerable Children

Care-givers 300 Taking care of children at

homes

TOTAL 500



Methods & Materials

Table 1 above illustrates the distribution of the target respondents. The
researcher obtained the sampling frame was obtained from the 7
locations comprising 80% of the target population.

The sample size = 80% of 500

= 400

The Stratified random sampling was used to obtain 80 elements for the
study.

Simple random sampling was used to select 80 elements from each
stratum. Primary data for this study was collected and analysed from
structured questionnaires which contained both open and closed-ended
questions.



Results & Discussions

40% of both educationists and parents advocated for institutionalization of child
care and protection curricula in the education system.

30% of the guardians identified causes of child abuses and violations that went
contrary to the Children’sAct 2001 such as:

•trafficking of persons

•control of alcoholic drinks

•Female Genital Mutilation (FGM)

•child abandonment

•sexual abuse sexual exploitation

•hazardous child labour

•drugs and substances abuse among others.

30% of care-givers observed that parents and domestic workers significantly
contributed to child neglect due to child abuse at home and in schools



Conclusions

Educationists, parents, guardians, caregivers have an enormous role to play in
safeguarding, defending and upholding the fundamental freedoms of children as
contemplated in the Constitution of Kenya Chapter 4, Bill of Rights in Article 53.

It is paramount to recognize that child abuse stifles positive growth and development of
a child.

As a child grows, they learn and adopt the culture of violence as a way to settle
differences in the family and schools.

Children living in war torn areas in Kenya, Africa and globally are traumatized
physically, emotionally, psychologically.

This calls for urgent response from educationists, parents, guardians, caregivers to
create novel ways to aid children cope with violence both at home and in school.



Recommendations

• Institutionalize & mainstream child care and protection curricula in the
education system

• Teachers, trainers, lecturers should be at the forefront to mitigate against
child abuse in schools

• Disseminating accurate information on child care and protection services

• Parents, particularly mothers, should endeavour to create a conducive
aura for children to speak up on child abuses.

• Child welfare agencies in Kenya are urged to conduct regular case studies
in form of door to door fora in rural Kenya villages
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