
NORTH RIFT CHILD CARE & PROTECTION CONFERENCE

DATES: 9TH TO 11TH ARPIL 2019

PRESENTER: Lydia Nyawira Mburia

TITLE: The Role of Juvenile Agencies in Rehabilitating Child Offenders

STATION: Wote Technical Training Institute



Introduction

The history of juvenile justice systems in Africa is more recent origin compared to other
contexts such as Europe and the USA. Britain in the case of Kenya and most of Anglophone
sub-Saharan Africa, where Common Law was applied in determining cases (Odongo, G. O
(2012).

Kenya ratified the Convention of the Rights of the Child in July of 1990 and became a party to
the African Children’s Charter a decade later in July 2000.

In 2001, Parliament enacted a new law the Children’sAct Chapter 586 of the Laws of Kenya.

The United Nations Committee has twice been unequivocal that these provisions failed to
meet the Convention of the Rights of the Child standards.

It has urged Kenya to increase the minimum age of criminal responsibility from 8 years to at
least the age of 12 years (UN Committee on the Rights of the Child 2007).



Problem Statement

• Children have increasingly gone back to the streets from the juvenile
centres

• Low sustainability of street children in juvenile centres

• Use of inappropriate child care and protection approaches and
management styles.

• Management styles such as authoritarian, democratic styles are
effective if employed appropriately by the care-givers in the
rehabilitation centres (Kings & Hayslip, 2005).

• This helps in sustaining children in the rehabilitation centres long
enough to be equipped with life skills such as assertion, self-reliance,
ethics and responsibility (Jennifer, 2006).



Significance of the Study

Factors that orchestrated juvenile delinquency included but not limited to:

a) Poor school attendance

b) Delinquency and truancy

c) Poor Educational Standards

d) Violence in the Home

e) Violence In Their Social Circles

f) Peer Pressure

g) Socioeconomic Factors

h) Substance Abuse

i) Lack Of Moral Guidance



Literature Review

• Youth Alive Kenya (2006) biological and psychological factors hold their own merit when
explaining crime and delinquency, social factors can best explain juvenile delinquency and truancy.

• Le Roux (1993) observed that majority of the children resulted to crime and delinquency due to
social-economic factors

• Corwin (2005) correctional education has served a variety of purposes such as controlling
behaviour,

a) improving the quality of life inside the institution,

b) providing a way for inmates to broaden their understanding and knowledge base and to acquire
basic academic and vocational skills via a positive academic experience;

c) training inmates in moral and civic responsibility;

d) providing them with the opportunity to change their personal behaviour and values;

e) reducing recidivism,

f) providing a more educated workforce to support the overall operation of the institution.

• Children committed to juvenile centres which are essentially correctional facilities are categorized
as being in need of child care and protection who for whatever reason cannot receive care within
their families and communities are also committed to rehabilitation schools which because they
provide education and care are seen as being beneficial to those children (Human Rights Watch,
2005).



Research Objectives

General Objective

To find out the means of reforming child offenders and
determined the effectiveness of the juvenile justice
systems in rehabilitating young offenders.

Specific Objective

To determine the relationship that existed between re-
socialization, reintegrating and effective rehabilitation of
young offenders.



Methods & Materials

The research took place at in Makueni Sub-County and Kibwezi East Sub-County where this study adopted a
descriptive survey design where the researcher reviewed existing literature and primary data collection through
field survey in 5 primary schools, 5 secondary schools through randomly administering 200 questionnaires to 100
teachers and 100 pupils.

The target population in this research was teachers and pupils in the 5 primary schools and 5 secondary schools
where the total population under study was 200.

Education Institution Number of Respondents Role Undertaken

Primary School Teachers 50 Guidance & Counselling

Secondary School

Teachers

50 Motivational Speakers

Pupils & Students 100 Peer Counsellors

TOTAL 200

Table 1 above illustrates the distribution of the target respondents



Methods & Materials

The researcher obtained the sampling frame was obtained from the 5
primary schools and 5 secondary schools and the sample size was 50%
of the target population.

The sample size = 50% of 200

= 100

The Stratified random sampling was used to obtain 50 elements for the
study. This is because the population comprised of different types of
elements.

Simple random sampling was used to select 50 elements from each
stratum. Primary data for this study was collected directly from
specific by use of structured questionnaires. The questionnaires
contained both open and closed-ended questions.



Results & Discussions

 50% of both primary and secondary school teachers advocated for peer
counselling and motivational speaking to promote simulation as an effective
way of rehabilitating child offenders.

 20% of the primary and secondary students identified causes of child
delinquency such as poor school attendance, poor educational standards,
violence in the home, and violence in their social circles, peer pressure, lack of
moral guidance, substance abuse and socioeconomic factors.

 30% of teachers and students observed that parents, care-givers, domestic
workers significantly contributed to child delinquency due to child abuse at
home and in schools which led to an increase in child offenders being held in
juvenile agencies.



Conclusions

Juvenile agencies in Kenya play a pivotal in reforming, rehabilitating as well as
reintegrating child offenders in the society.

Convention of the Rights of the Child

African Children’s Charter, Children’sAct Chapter 586 of the Laws of Kenya

Kenya’s Constitution 2010 in Article 53

Care and protection approaches and management styles employed not only in
juvenile centres but also in children’s homes, orphanages have created a
conducive enabling environment to nurture and reform child offenders.

Child offenders must not be branded as social misfits or mavericks in homes and
schools since they formed an integral part of the community.



Recommendations

The researcher advocates for alternative ways of rehabilitating child
offenders such as:

a) Crime prevention curricula in schools;

b) Guidance and counselling to adequately equip them with life skills
such as assertion, self-reliance, ethics and responsibility;

c) Juvenile schools should be a measure of last resort after exhausting
all available legal and non-legal avenues to punish child offenders;

d) Social researchers should further engage in research with regard to
determining the effectiveness of the juvenile justice systems in
rehabilitating young offenders in establishing the relationship
between re-socialization, reintegrating and effective rehabilitation of
young offenders.
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